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We Need One Another 
By Ed Jordan 

  
Can you remember a time when you were involved in a really strenuous endeavor which was 

vitally important to finish?  Perhaps you were doing something under a deadline, and were toiling 
under a lot of stress to complete the work.  You felt exhausted, and ready to quit, but then a couple 
of friends came to your side, and did anything they could to help you finish your task.    

Moses, one of the greatest spiritual leaders of the Old Testament, was in just such a situation.  
The children of Israel had been delivered from Egypt by God’s power.  As they journeyed in the Sinai 
Peninsula, they were attacked by Amalek’s descendants.  Amalek was a grandson of Esau.  Esau was 
the elder brother of Jacob, who was tricked out of his birthright by Jacob, who was the grandfather 
(patriarch) of many of the children of Israel that Moses was currently leading to a new home.  Esau’s 
offspring (Amalek’s people) were attacking Jacob’s offspring.   

It is a rather sad picture.  Coming from the same family tree, these two groups of people 
should have behaved as family and partners.  But because of something that happened many years 
ago, Amalek’s people saw Israel as enemies and attacked them.  In response Moses told Israel to 
choose warriors to go into battle.    

So Israel sent warriors, led by Joshua, into the valley to fight the battle. In Exodus 17: 10-12 
(CSB) we read:  “Joshua did as Moses had told him, and fought against Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, 
and Hur went up to the top of the hill.  While Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, but whenever 
he put his hand down, Amalek prevailed.  When Moses’s hands grew heavy, they took a stone and 
put it under him, and he sat down on it. Then Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side 
and one on the other so that his hands remained steady until the sun went down.”  

What a story!  Whenever the Rod of God in Moses’ hand was lifted up, Israel would be 
winning. When Moses arms would lower, Amalek’s people would start winning.   But Moses was 
becoming exhausted  So Aron and Hur sat Moses down on a large rock, then one of them took hold 
of his right arm, while the other took the left arm, and together they held Moses’ arms which were 
holding the Rod of God, high in the air until sunset. Thus Joshua and Israel prevailed and won the 
battle.   

So while the battle was begun by family members working against each other, the children of 
Israel won the day because they came together to help each other. It is great to see that neither 
Aaron nor Hur had bad-talked Moses.  They did not ridicule him, or chide him for being unable to 
fulfill all the responsibilities of leadership.  They didn’t say a word.  Instead they put themselves into 
action to facilitate Moses to do what only Moses could do, which was to invoke the power of God 
and help the troops below to realize that God was being invoked on their behalf.   

They helped Moses get through the last few hours by talking the weight off of his legs with a 
large rock to sit upon.  They took the strain off of Moses’ arms which by now ached and tremored 



from being hyper-extended and unsupported all day.   They worked together to help Moses do his 
part.  The three of them together, kept God in focus for those in the heat of battle.  

This is a picture of life in the church. While the pastor may be a major leader, it is God who 
wins the victories.  Church leaders get weary, sometimes totally exhausted, but they can do more 
than they ever thought possible when other people in the church each do their part to help the 
church achieve its goals.  No one person can do the job alone.  We all need each other to help us all 
work together to the glory of God.   

In what area of your life do you need someone to come alongside and lovingly strengthen 
you, so that you can do what you need to do?   Who are the people in tune to you, who regularly 
help you when they see you are worn out or depleted?    Look around at your family, your 
neighborhood, your acquaintances, or church family.  Who does God bring to mind who needs 
someone to come help fortify them so they can finish an important task?  How can you best help 
them?  
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