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From Closed Doors to Open Doors to Open Hearts 
Acts 16:6-10; 13-15; 25-34 

 Have you ever had your heart set on something, only to be stopped from entering it?  It might be a 
relationship, it might be a promotion or new job opportunity, or something you felt God wanted you to do.  We all 
have.  It seems to crush the life out of us, or takes away our joy.  I have had it happen more times than I can count. 
 Today will be a big picture overview of how God closed doors of mission opportunity to Paul, only to open 
new doors and new hearts, which would change the course of world history.  
I.   Closed Doors in Asia Minor.  Acts 16:6-6-8   

1.  Paul and Barnabas part company, Paul and Silas enlist Timothy, going north trying to enter Asia.  
2.  Twice on the journey they tried to enter Asia to share the gospel, but the Spirit forbade it. 

 We open assume that when we are on a mission for God, everything is blest, and life becomes easy.  
 When things don’t go perfect, we get confused and frustrated.  I am serving God, why is life so difficult?  
 God didn’t allow them to go into Asia minor.  As they got to Troas on the coast, and sought God’s direction, a 
man from Macedonia appeared to Paul in a vision was standing and pleading with Paul:  Cross over (the sea) to 
Macedonia (the larger territory of Greece) and help us!”  

3.  This was an Open Door that gave the gospel an opening to impact the Greek and Latin speaking 
countries.   

 God often closes a door to prevent us from traveling down the wrong road, and then opens up the right road that 
we should travel. 
 So when God closes a door, don’t lose heart.  Seek God and ask Him to open up the way you should go.   
 While God closing a door hurts, and perhaps discourages us, we must trust that God knows what He is doing, 
and what is best for us down the road.  
    4.   Remember God’s call to Paul?  He would preach to kings?   He had to appear before Caesar to 
present Him with the chance of salvation.   

 This was the beginning of spreading the Gospel to Greek speakers (the language of the civilized world of the 
day), and the language in which the New Testament would be written, transmitted, and preserved.  
 As Paul preached in Greek, the gospel spread around the Mediterranean coasts to Europe and Africa.  
 Paul eventually stood before Caesar and gave his testimony regarding Jesus and His resurrection.  
 So God often closes one door, in order for us to look for another door.    Illustrate Antwerp possibility.   
II.  From Closed doors to Open Doors  Acts 16: 10-28.  

1. They immediately made efforts to set sail for Macedonia.  Vs. 10. 
2. They left Troas by sea for Samothrace (an island), and then on to Necapolis the next day. v.11 
3. They traveled on to Philippi, a Roman colony and leading city of Macedonia.  

 They stayed there a few days, and then on the Sabbath went outside the city gate to where some Jews gathered 
by the river to pray.   
 Paul sat down and spoke with the women gathered there, one of who was Lydia, a God-fearing woman who was 
a dealer in purple cloth from Thyatira.   
 The Lord opened Lydia’s heart, and she and her household believed in Jesus and were baptized.  
 She then invited Paul and Timothy to come stay in her home.   
 So a closed door in Asia opened up an open door in Philippi, and an open heart opened up a place to stay and 
use as a base of operations in Philippi. 

4. God at work through open and closed doors is often easier to see, clearer to understand after 
the fact.  

 God closed a door to Asia, but opened many doors to Europe.  
 God closed the door to Antwerpen, but open the door to Gwynn’s Island.   But even in our brief time there, God 
opened a door to witness to a local business man, in spite of our guides saying that you can’t get people to talk 
about Jesus.  I talked with him for about twenty minutes.   
 The closed door in Antwerpen showed us just how much Europe was ceasing to be Europe.  Antwerpen, the 
diamond capitol of Europe, with most jewelers being Jews, was being saturated by Arab speakers who were Muslim. 
III.  Closed doors direct us to open doors which lead to open hearts.  16:14-15; 16:25-34.      

1. The open door suddenly seems a closed door, when Paul was locked behind prison doors.Vs.14-15  
2. Paul and Silas, whipped, beaten, without proper clothing, in dungy damp prision, singing praises 

at midnight, and the prisoners were listening.  16:25-34.  God responds, a great earthquake (James Coffee … 
doors go so happy they swung off hinges) 

3. Open hearts.  Jailor and whole household converted. They opened their hearts and were changed.  
4. Dressed their wounds.    Closed doors lead us to open doors, which makes possible salvation and 

open hearts.  When door closes, seek God’s open door, walk through, share Christ, minister to open hearts. 



 
 

Acts 16:6-10; 13-15; 25-34 
 

 Acts 16:6-10 (CSB):  “They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia; they had been forbidden by 

the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. When they came to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of 

Jesus did not allow them. Passing by Mysia they went down to Troas. During the night Paul had a vision in which a 

Macedonian man was standing and pleading with him, “Cross over to Macedonia and help us!” After he had seen the 

vision, we immediately made efforts to set out for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the 

gospel to them. From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, the next day to Neapolis, and from 

there to Philippi, a Roman colony and a leading city of the district of Macedonia.  

Acts 16:13-15 (CSB):   “On the Sabbath day we went outside the city gate by the river, where we expected 

to find a place of prayer. We sat down and spoke to the women gathered there. A God-fearing woman named Lydia, 

a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, was listening. The Lord opened her heart to respond to what Paul 

was saying. After she and her household were baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me a believer in the Lord, 

come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.” (Acts 16:13–15, CSB)  

Acts 16:25-34 (CSB):  “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 

were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the jail were shaken, 

and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s chains came loose. When the jailer woke up and saw the 

doors of the prison standing open, he drew his sword and was going to kill himself, since he thought the prisoners 

had escaped. But Paul called out in a loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, because we’re all here!” The jailer called for 

lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. He escorted them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do 

to be saved?” They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” And they 

spoke the word of the Lord to him along with everyone in his house. He took them the same hour of the night and 

washed their wounds. Right away he and all his family were baptized. He brought them into his house, set a meal 

before them, and rejoiced because he had come to believe in God with his entire household.” (Acts 16:25–34, CSB)  

 

 

 

 

 
 


