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March 27, 2020 

Dear Members and Friends,  
 

This week the Deacons discussed the church’s status in regard to holding services during the 
current Corona virus, and the potential threat of an unknowing spread of the virus through group 
gatherings.  

The Deacons decided to suspend our worship services in order to protect the people of our 
community from possible contagion.   

I will continue to preach a weekly message, record it, and Tres will post it on the church 
website and Anna will post it on Facebook each week. The church website is:  www.gibchurch.com .  
If you type that into your search box in your browser it should take you to our website.  Then click 
on the message for the week, and have your speakers on and you should be able to access the 
sermon/devotional.  

Anna will continue to send out updates and other news via email or on Facebook.  We will also 
post helpful tools you can use online and on Facebook (like right now there is a link to watch 
for free, an award-winning animation of the famous Christian classic:  Pilgrims Progress.  
It is something the family can watch together.  Go to the website and click on the link.  
Jan will continue to send out prayer requests.   

The pastor is still working, still on call, and will attempt to assist you as needed.  The deacons 
are also available to assist where possible.    

The church is the body of Christ, so while our building is closed, you are still alive and active. 
You and I are members of the body of Christ.  God is still working.  We need to be working with Him 
in what He is doing.  

What can each of us do to further the work of Christ?  Here is a few ideas:  
1.  Pray.    

 “When faith ceases to pray, it ceases to live.” ― E.M. Bounds 
 “Nothing lies beyond the reach of prayer, except that which lies outside the will of God.”   
--  Phillips Brooks.  

 “Nothing is well done without prayer for the simple reason that it leaves God out of the account 
(equation).”  ― E.M. Bounds, Weapon of Prayer 

 Paul and Silas were in lockdown, chained up behind locked doors.  Yet that did not stop the work 
of God.  Read the account in Acts 16:16-40.  In 16:25, in prison, in chains, at midnight, Paul and 
Silas were praying and singing praises to God.  Their circumstances did not stop them from 
worshipping God, from witnessing to others, nor stop the power of God having an impact on others.  
 When we can’t go out, our prayers still can go out.  We can still pray and sing praises to God.  
God is not stopped by human situations.  Pray.  Unleash the power of God through your prayers! 

 Pray for those making governmental decisions.  As the Dr. in StarTrek once said of Captain Kirk: 
“You have your problems, I have mine, but the leader has his problems plus all of our problems.” 
Being a leader is not easy, and the things they must factor into their decisions are things not even on 
our radar.  Pray for the President, the House, the Senate, and the Court Justices.  Pray for the 
Corona Virus Task Force. Pray for the Governors, and all those health care and first responders.  
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 Pray for your spiritual leaders: Pastors, deacons, Sunday School teachers, Committee members, 
etc.  Pray for one another.  Pray for health, for protection, for wisdom, for spiritual discernment.  
 Pray for those terrified by news reports.  Pray they will turn to God who can dispel fear. Pray that 
we can all stay focused on Jesus, the Lord of life and the ever-living One.   Pray for people to be 
given faith to believe that God is bigger than whatever we face.  

 Pray for those who don’t know Jesus.  They are the people at most risk of losing.  Pray for their 
salvation. Pray for God to reach down and touch them in whatever house they are bottled up in at 
the moment.  

 Pray for researchers to quickly discover medicines that work, and get them distributed. 
 Pray for our local area: for the people to turn to God, lean on God, and trust God. Pray that the 
virus won’t be virulent here.  
 Pray for joy!  Paul and Silas were full of joy and power in the midst of the worst of circumstances. 
 Pray for our businesses to find a way to stay solvent.  Pray for our churches and people, that God 
will supply our every need through His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  
 Take the church directory and pray each day for each of the people in there.  Pray for the people 
in your Sunday School class, or who serve on a committee with you, or who greet you in church.  
Connect with them through prayer.   
 Pray that God will use each of us who have the peace and love of Jesus to find ways to share 
Jesus with those who don’t know Him.  Pray for open doors of ministry to those behind closed doors.  

2. Look for ways to impact others with the love of God, and find ways to do it. 

 Who needs groceries but are afraid or unable to go get them?  How can you help?  Who needs a 
meal taken to them, as a reminder that someone cares for them?  
 Who needs encouragement?    
 Think of ways you can encourage people or turn their eyes towards God through cards, or emails, 
or posts on line.  
 Share something that God has used to help you in the past, with people in your Facebook friends.  
Share a truth about God that helps you today.  
 Call people who need to hear a human voice.  
 Call someone and share a joke with them.  In the midst of all the doom and gloom, we need to 
laugh.  Laugher release endorphins which make us feel better.  

3. Take this time to establish a regular time when you meet with God, read a certain 
number of verses in your Bible each day, pray and talk to God.  

  Read a Psalm each day.  Ask God to minister to your feelings, your emotions as you read. How is 
your life today like the person writing the Psalm?  How does what you read apply to you and your 
situation today?  

 Read a chapter of Proverbs each day. Mark the ones that speak to you.  What is God telling you 
to do?  How do your thought-processes and problem-solving skills need to change or improve?  

 Keep a notebook and write in it:  Scripture read, date of reading, 1) What God said to you today 
from that passage.   2) Write down how you will respond to what God told you to do.  Pray back your 
response to God, and ask for opportunity to do what He is saying to you. 

4.  Be alert to things God is nudging you to do today.  Then find ways to do them.  
5.  Keep supporting your church through prayers, ministry, and donations.  You can 

donate by sending in a check, dropping it off, or go to our website and you will see a way to give 
online to support the ongoing work of GiBC.  

Honored to be your Pastor! 

Ed 

“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”—Romans 12:11-13 


